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India moving to a Gas-based Economy 

 

Oil & Gas Board leaders cite the pandemic-period  
was an opportunity for learning and growth 

 
Keynote Address was delivered by  

Mr. Tarun Kapoor, IAS, Secretary, Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Govt. of India 
 

 
 

New Delhi (India): On October 08, 2020, the Institute of Directors, India hosted the 
inaugural edition of the ‘Directors’ Dialogue Series’ with a special focus on the Oil & 
Gas Sector. The theme for this edition was ‘Directors' Strategy & Direction for 
Sustainability amid Pandemic’.  
 
It was attended by over 330 participants comprising a niche group of senior leaders, 
directors, board members, C-suite executives and industry experts from across the 
country and from countries across globe including Japan, Singapore, UK, UAE, Finland, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Spain and India. The event was hosted online via IOD’s licensed 
Cisco Webex account, and also streamed live on Facebook. 
 
The inspiring ‘Guest of Honour Keynote Address’ was delivered by Mr. Tarun Kapoor, 
IAS, Secretary, Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Govt. of India.He applauded the 
sector for continuing its services without any disruption despite the lockdown. He 
emphasised on the country’s plans to transition to clean energy and a ‘gas-based 
economy’. He reaffirmed India’s committed approach towards increasingly deploying 
sustainable forms of energy for economic growth, increasing infrastructure capacity for 
the same over the next 3-5 year period. 
 
Mr. A. K. Tiwari, Director (Finance), GAIL (India) Limited, led the webinarthrough 
careful planning to give the webinar a meaningful structure. He also moderated an 
engaging round of audience interactions.  
 
Mr. Pradeep Chaturvedi, Vice President, Institute of Directors, India, commenced the 
webinar with his ‘Opening Remarks’. The ‘Welcome Address’ was delivered by Lt. Gen. 
J. S. Ahluwalia, PVSM (Retd.), President, Institute of Directors, India. 
 
The webinar witnessed enthusiastic deliberations by stalwarts of the Indian Public 
Sector Oil & Gas companies including Dr. Ashutosh Karnatak, Member (Technical), 
Appellate Tribunal for Electricity; Dr. (Mrs.) Alka Mittal; Director (HR), Oil & Natural 
Gas Corporation; Mr. A. K. Singh, Director (Marketing) and Additional Charge Director 
(Refineries), Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited; Mr. A. K. Jana, Managing Director, 
Indraprastha Gas Limited (IGL); and (Mrs.) Vartika Shukla, Director (Technical), 
Engineers India Limited (EIL). 
 
Mr. Arun Balakrishnan, Chairman-Bengaluru Region, IOD, India, founder Chairman, 
HPCL-Mittal Energy (HMEL) & Ex Chairman & MD, HPCL, the much respected industry 
veteran shared his thoughts in his ‘Concluding Address’. 



 
A ‘Vote of Thanks’ was proposed to the Guest of Honour, esteemed panel of speakers, 
audiences and our sponsors was delivered by Mr. Ashok Kapur, IAS (Retd.), Director 
General, Institute of Directors, India. 
 
One common consent that emerged from the discussions was that if anything, the 
pandemic period had been period of great learning, growth and opportunity for the 
sector. Sustainability issues which continue to be the biggest concern for the sector 
going forward, other than pricing and infrastructure issues for domestic production, are 
being dealt with at the highest levels by policy-makers in the country. All efforts are 
being made for decarbonisation of the Indian economy, where gas is acting as a bridging 
fuel in the transition towards an improved energy mix. Under the current scenario 
planning, all electricity needs would be met through renewable sources of energy. And 
the main thrust for crude oil will now be in petrochemicals. Also, the biggest 
transformational changes will be brought about by technology disruptions and electric/ 
hybrid vehicles in the future.  
 
It was also proposed to share the essence of the discussions and takeaways from the 
webinar be shared with Board leaders and senior executives of the Oil & Gas sector, for 
greater learning and to pave the path for the future of the industry. 
 
The Virtual Programme was ‘Supported by’ Petronet LNG Limited, Indian Oil 
Corporation Limited, Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited, and Indraprastha 
Gas Limited. 
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